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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 MANILA 08407 220832Z 
ACTION LAB-04 

INFO OCT-OI EA-12 ISO-00 SIL-OI AID-05 /023 W 

075978 220954Z/II 

R 220820Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY MANILA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6077 

UNCLAS MANILA 08407 

PASS TO US DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: ELAB, RP 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR SEMINAR ON MEDIATION, 

CONCILIATION AND ARBITRATION 

REE: (A) MANILA 7156, (B) STATE 121487, (C) MANILA A-88 

1 . LABATT CONSULTED WITH GOP UNDERSECRETARY OF LABOR 
INCIONG ABOUT THE SCOPE AND NATURE OF THE PROGRAM OP 
ASSISTANCE THEY ARE HOPING TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE US DOL. 

INCIONG STATED THAT SECRETARY BLAS OPLE FEELS THAT 
THERE IS MUCH HIS DEPARTMENT CAN LEARN PROM THE US DOL 
ABOUT NEARLY EVERYTHING HIS DEPARTMENT DOES. THEREPORE 
THEY ARE PUTTING TOGETHER A PACKAGE REQUEST THAT 
INCIONG BELIEVES SHOULD BE READY IN ABOUT TWO WEEKS. 

IN GENERAL THEY WANT AN EXCHANGE PROGRAM FOR CONCILIATORS 
AND ARBITRATORS, AN OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH 
PROGRAM WITH EQUIPMENT, A PRODUCTIVITY PROGRAM WITH TIME 
AND MOTION STUDY DEVICES AND A COMPREHENSIVE LABOR 
STATISTICS PROGRAM. THEY WOULD LIKE A HEAVY ELEMENT 
OF ON-THE-JOB STUDY IN THE COUNTERPART US BUREAU. 

INCIONG AND OPLE WERE INFORMED MONTHS AGO ABOUT LACK 
OF US DOL FUNDING AND INCIONG WAS INFORMED AGAIN. 

INCIONG SAID "ONCE WE PUT TOGETHER OUR REQUEST WE WILL 
GET THE FUNDS." 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 MANILA 08407 220832Z 


2. CONCILIATION AND ARBITRATION ARE TAKING A NEW TURN 
SINCE THE MAY FIRST LABOR DAY INSTRUCTIONS AND DECREES 
(SEE REF C). THE FORTHCOMING TRIPARTITE CONFERENCE 
MAY 25-27 WILL REEXAMINE THE DISPUTE SETTLEMENT PROCE- 
DURES. IT IS EXPECTED THAT SIGNIFICANT CHANGES WILL 
BE MADE SO AS TO EXPEDITE SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES. LABATT 
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IS NOT VERY SANGUINE ABOUT WHAT MAY MATERIALIZE IN THE 
WAY OE A EORMAL REQUEST EOR ASSISTANCE. WHAT WITH THE 
PREPARATIONS FOR THE TRIPARTITE CONFERENCE, THE JUNE 12 
OPENING OF THE NEW PARLIAMENT AND THE JUNE CONFERENCE 
OF THE ILO, THERE IS LITTLE TIME FOR THE NECESSARY 
STAFF WORK OR TO COMMAND THE ATTENTION OF SECRETARY 
OPLE. THIS HEAVY PLATTER WAS UNDOUBTEDLY A CONTRIBUTING 
FACTOR TO THE CONCELLATION OF THE SEMINAR. TOUSSAINT 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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